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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . Amendments to claims 1 , 10, 12, and 20 liave been entered in tine above- 
identified application. Claim 18 is cancelled. Claims 1-18 and 20 are now pending and 
under consideration. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

2. Claims 10-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
EP 0082295. 

EP 0082295 discloses that in utilizing plastic scrap from any source, it is 
necessary to reduce the scrap to a finely divided particulate form as material to be 
integrated into boards and composite panels. The comminuted plastic scrap is used 
alone or in admixture with other particulate material commonly employed to prepare 
particle boards. Where mixtures of comminuted scrap plastic and other particulate 
materials are employed, the amount of scrap plastic material can be as low as about 5 
percent by weight but is preferably of the order of at least about 50 percent by weight or 
higher. In making particle boards from the comminuted scrap plastic, alone or in 
admixture with other particulate materials, the particles are coated with an organic 
polyisocyanate binder and formed into boards using heat and pressure. The coating of 
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the particulate material is generally accomplished by spraying the particles with the 
binder composition while the particles are being tumbled or agitated in a blender or like 
mixing apparatus. After the various particles have been coated in the above manner, 
they are generally formed into a loose mat or felt on a rigid plate. The latter can be the 
lower platen of the press or a caul plate if one is to be employed In the preparation of 
the particle board. A second caul plate, if one is to be used, is placed on the mat and Is 
spaced from the lower plate by spacer bars representing the desired thickness of the 
particle board to be produced. The upper platen of the press serves to form the upper 
rigid surface employed In preparing the particle board. Heat and compression are used 
to consolidate the coated particles into a unitary board. (See pages 4 line 9 through 
page 6, lines 34). 



Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed March 1 , 2010 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. Applicants traverse the rejection of claims 10-18 under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by EP 0082295 and submit that EP '295 discloses 
"Immersing the material to be ground In a cryogenic fluid to render the material brittle 
and then feeding the so- treated material to a cryogenic Impact mill to achieve the 
necessary degree of comminution" whereas in the present application, agglomerate Is 
formed as follows: "A usual processing of the mentioned mixed plastics is the so-called 
agglomerating. Disintegrated sheets are heated by friction by stirring in a stirrer so that 
the disintegrated particles begin to melt and become fused. Cold water is sprayed onto 
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the heated agglomerate in intervals so that a portion of organic contents escapes with 
the water vapor. Contemporarily, the melted sheets cool down and agglomerate to 
flowable granular structures. The typical product of transportable classified fraction of 
mixed plastics, predominantly sheet remainder, thus is the agglomerate. Agglomerates 
of mixed plastics have normally a bulk density of 320 kg/m3 and can be well- 
transported." Applicants further argue that EP '295 does not disclose an agglomerated 
form and refers to a sandwich plate and only an inner layer includes comminuted plastic 
scrap which is contrary to the present invention where plastic grains are distributed 
throughout the plate. 

However, in response to applicant's argument that the reference fail to show 
certain features of applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which 
applicant relies (i.e., the melted sheets cool down and agglomerate to flowable granular 
structures and plastic grains are distributed throughout the plate) are not recited in the 
rejected claims. Although the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, 
limitations from the specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 
F.2d 1181, 26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

Hence, the above rejection is maintained. 



Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 1-9 and 20 are allowed. 
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Conclusion 

5. Applicant's amendment necessitated tine new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See 
MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 
37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to SHEEBA AHMED whose telephone number is 
(571)272-1504. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 7am to 
3:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Callie Shosho can be reached on (571)272-1 123. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Sheeba Ahmed/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 1787 



